
Introduced by Council Member R. Brown & Co-sponsored by Council 

Member Carter:
RESOLUTION 2015-676-A
A RESOLUTION HONORING AND COMMENDING JOHN HOLZBAUR FOR HIS DEDICATION TO ASSISTING VETERANS, ESPECIALLY THOSE IN THE CRIMINAL JUSTICE SYSTEM WITH SERVICE-CONNECTED CONDITIONS SUCH AS POST-TRAUMATIC STRESS DISORDER (PTSD) AND TRAUMATIC BRAIN INJURY; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, John Holzbaur began his navy career in 1988 enlisting immediately after completion of high school, to follow the family tradition of serving in the military. In 1996, after completing numerous deployments to combat zones, John Holzbaur was selected for Officer Candidate School and subsequently completed Naval Flight Officer training in 1998.  He immediately deployed in P-3 Orion multi-mission surveillance and reconnaissance aircraft becoming a Mission Commander in 2000 and completing several deployments to Central and South America, the Mediterranean and Kosovo; and

WHEREAS, John Holzbaur returned home, completed his baccalaureate studies, renewed his naval career with combat deployments aboard USS John F. Kennedy to the Persian Gulf in direct support of Operation Iraqi Freedom, selected as an Aviation Department Head, and became the Operations Officer of Training Squadron Four in Pensacola where he trained hundreds of young naval aviators in jet aircraft operations. During the tour, he still made the time to earn his Masters of Arts degree; and

WHEREAS, over the course of his military career, John Holzbaur attained the rank of Lt. Commander and received numerous awards including, but not limited to, six (6) Air Medals, Navy and Marine Corps Commendation Medals, and the Navy and Marine Corps Achievement Medal; and 


WHEREAS, after retirement from the military, Mr. Holzbaur took his passion for the military and became instrumental in the development and implementation of the Fourth Judicial Circuit Veterans Treatment Court, a program designed to provide essential substance abuse and/or mental health services to current and former military service members who have been arrested for a criminal offense and in which a nexus between the offense/diagnoses and the veteran’s military service exists. Currently, John Holzbaur is the Director of Military and Veterans Affairs at the Office of Public Defender for Florida’s Fourth Judicial Circuit, and has enrolled in law school in an effort to continue to advocate for Veterans in the justice system; and


WHEREAS, Mr. Holzbaur’s work and effort continuously positively impacts some veterans that would otherwise be in jail and not getting the necessary assistance needed for conditions like post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD), traumatic brain injury (TBI), psychological issues, sexual trauma, and/or substance abuse problems that are identified as service-connected conditions that manifested themselves while in military service. Under John Holzbaur’s leadership, the local program is successful, growing and ensures eligible veterans receive dedicated multi-disciplinary teams working together towards a non-adversarial treatment strategy, one-on-one veteran peer mentor support, and community supervision; thus, ensuring public safety and accountability. To date, the Veterans Treatment Court in Duval and Clay counties has assisted more than 50 people in resolving criminal charges and connecting them with their rightful VA benefits; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City of Jacksonville hereby acknowledges the initiative of Mr. John Holzbaur in the creation of the Veterans Treatment Court. His service and commitment to other men and women who have served our country is honorable and a testament to his character as a man, leader and patriot. Mr. Holzbaur’s work, both current and future, will impact this city for years to come in reducing the recidivism rates, enhancing public safety and accountability, and reconnecting veterans to their families with the necessary skills to maintain a clean and sober lifestyle. 

Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

  /s/ Margaret M. Sidman 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Yvonne P. Mitchell, City Council Research
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